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ICT 6–1
Carbide Willson

{AB.Sc24.B.S.2.iii}
Name: _____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Thomas Carbide Willson was a Canadian inventor, engineer, and entrepreneur. A newspaper, The Woodstock Review, described him as “a man with a very busy brain”. You will learn about his many accomplishments.

What to Do

• Follow the steps.

• If you are doing this from a printed master, record your answers in your Science Log or notebook.

• If you are using a word processor, enter your answers electronically. Remember to save your work as you go.

1. Go to Industry Canada’s Heirloom web site.

2. Read about the accomplishments of Thomas Carbide Willson and answer the following questions.

What Did You Discover?

1. How and why was acetylene gas widely used in the late 1800s?

2. Acetylene gas can be combined with oxygen to create an oxyacetylene cutting torch. How is such a torch used?

3. What did Willson build by the time he was 20 years old?

4. Identify three uses of commercial production of acetylene.

5. (a) What was the energy source for Willson Carbide and Acetylene Works?

(b) What did Willson Carbide and Acetylene Works produce?
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