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ICT 10–1
How AIDS Is Spread

{AB.Sc24.C.K.2.iii}{AB.Sc24.C.S.2.iv}{AB.Sc24.C.S.2.v}

Name: _____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Even though people infected with HIV may appear healthy for many years, they can transmit the virus to others. That is why it is very important for individuals who suspect they may have HIV to get tested.

There are also legal reasons to get tested. In several cases, criminal charges have been laid against people with HIV or AIDS who put others at risk of contracting HIV.

As you explore the web sites, you will:

• describe how the HIV virus spreads;

• clear up misconceptions about how the HIV virus spreads; and

• learn about criminal charges brought against individuals who knowingly spread HIV or AIDS.

What to Do

• Follow the steps in each part.

• If you are doing this from a printed master, record your answers in your Science Log or notebook.

• If you are using a word processor, enter your answers electronically. Remember to save your work as you go.

Part A: How do you get the HIV Virus?
1. Use the scroll bar to navigate through the Canadian Health Network web page titled “How do you get HIV (or not get HIV?)”

2. Read the information and complete the following statements.

What Did You Discover?

1. You can get infected if you _______________________________________________.

2. You can also get infected if you

(a) ____________________________________________________________________ ;

(b) ____________________________________________________________________ ; or

(c) ____________________________________________________________________ .

3. Other ways that you may get infected include: _______________________________

______________________________________________________________________ . 

4. You can’t get infected by

(a) ____________________________________________________________________ ;

(b) ____________________________________________________________________ ;

(c) ____________________________________________________________________ ;

(d) ____________________________________________________________________ ;

(e) ____________________________________________________________________ ;

(f) ____________________________________________________________________ ; or

(g) ____________________________________________________________________ .

Part B: Criminal Code and HIV/AIDS

1. Use the scroll bar to navigate through the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network web site.

2. Read the information about criminal code offences applied against individuals with HIV or AIDS who have put others at risk of contracting HIV.

3. Answer the following questions. Note: Your teacher may assign you only one of the following criminal code offences. If so, be prepared to present your findings in an oral presentation.

What Did You Discover?

Common Nuisance

1. (a) In your own words, define “a  common nuisance”.

(b) What is the maximum penalty for this offence?

(c) An Ontario trial court ruled that sexual relationships with specific individuals do not endanger the health of the public. Do you agree with the ruling? Explain why or why not.

Administering a Noxious Thing

2. (a) In your own words, define “administering a noxious thing”.

(b) What is the maximum penalty for this offence?

(c) What are the difficulties with charging an HIV-infected individual under this section of the Criminal Code?

Assault

3. (a) In your own words, define “common assault” and “aggravated assault”.

(b) What are the maximum penalties for these offences?

(c) Under what conditions can an individual with HIV be charged with assault?

Attempted Murder

4. (a) In your own words, define “attempted murder”.

(b) What is the maximum penalty?

(c) Why is an attempted murder charge inappropriate in most cases involving people with HIV?

Criminal Negligence Causing Bodily Harm

5. (a) In your own words, define “criminal negligence causing bodily harm”.

(b) What is the maximum penalty?

(c) What are the difficulties with charging an HIV infected individual under this section of the Criminal Code?
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