
16   Teacher’s Resource: Understanding Nationalism

Related Issue 2
Should nations pursue national interest?

5 National Interest and 
Foreign Policy 
How do national 
interest and foreign 
policy shape each 
other?

What is national interest?

How are nationalism and national 
interest related?

How has national interest shaped 
foreign policy?

How has foreign policy shaped 
national interest?

Explores understandings of how 
nationalism and national interest are 
related

Develops understandings of the 
relationship between national 
interest and foreign policy

6 Nationalism and 
Ultranationalism 
How can 
nationalism lead to 
ultranationalism?

What is ultranationalism?

How does ultranationalism develop?

How have people responded to 
ultranationalism?

Explores various points of view and 
perspectives on ultranationalism, as 
well as examples of how and why 
ultranationalism has developed

Develops understandings of various 
responses to ultranationalism

7 Ultranationalism 
and Crimes against 
Humanity  
How can 
ultranationalism lead 
to crimes against 
humanity?

What are crimes against humanity?

How has ultranationalism caused 
crimes against humanity?

What are some current consequences 
of ultranationalism?

Explores crimes against humanity, 
genocide, and war crimes

Explores various points of view and 
perspectives on how ultranationalism 
has caused crimes against humanity

Develops understandings of 
the connections between 
ultranationalism and crimes against 
humanity

8 National Self-
Determination 
Should national self-
determination be 
pursued?

What is national self-determination?

What are some effects of pursuing 
national self-determination?

What are some effects on 
Canada of pursuing national self-
determination?

What are some unintended 
results of pursuing national self-
determination?

Explores understandings of national 
self-determination

Explores effects of various groups’ 
pursuit of national self-determination 
on Canada and the world

Develops understandings of the 
effects — both intended and 
unintended — of pursuing national 
self-determination




