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ICT 13–3
Invasive Plants
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Exotic plants are also called “invasive plants.” These species are not native to a region or country, and have the ability to compete with and replace native species. As you explore the web sites, you will find out about invasive plants that have come to North America from other continents. You will design a presentation that describes the impact of these plants.

What to Do

• Follow the steps.

• If you are doing this from a printed master, record your answers in your Science Log or notebook.

• If you are using a word processor, enter your answers electronically. Remember to save your work as you go.

Challenge

Working in a small group, design a multimedia presentation that describes the impact of invasive plants on the natural environment.

Materials

multimedia software such as PowerPoint® or Hyperstudio®
Design Criteria

A. Prepare a two-part multimedia presentation. The first part needs to address each of the following questions.

• What are invasive plants?

• What is the extent of the problem?

• Where do invasive plants come from and how do they spread?

• What is the impact of invasive plants?

B. The second part of the presentation needs to focus on one invasive plant. Include each of the following:

• distribution and biology

• visual (e.g., picture, illustration)

• impact on the environment

• plant control

• summary

C. Show your multimedia presentation to fellow students, at a parent night, or to a group of younger students in your community.

Plan and Construct

1. Work in small groups to plan and design your multimedia presentation.

2. Use the links  provided on the website to help you.

3. Sketch a storyboard or work plan that describes how you will meet the design criteria.

4. Discuss your storyboard or work plan with other students and with your teacher. Using the feedback, make improvements to your plan.

5. Once you are satisfied with your plan and have your teacher’s approval, construct your multimedia presentation.

Conclude and Apply

1. What conclusions about the impact of invasive plants can you make from viewing other presentations?

2. Make a list of recommendations about what we could do to slow down or stop the spread of invasive plants in Canada.

3. Study your list of recommendations. Can you foresee any problems if any of your recommendations were actually implemented? Explain your answer.

Evaluate

4. How was a group approach useful for this activity? How could you improve your group work?

5. Identify the strengths and weaknesses of your presentation. What might you do differently next time?
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