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ICT 4–1
The Halifax Explosion
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Name: _____________________________________ Date: ___________________

In 1917, during World War I, Halifax, Nova Scotia was a key port for ships sending troops and supplies to Europe. In 1917, something went terribly wrong. As you explore the web site, you will find out about the largest explosion caused by humans before the atomic bomb — and the consequences of this explosion.

What to Do

• Follow the steps.

• If you are doing this from a printed master, record your answers in your Science Log or notebook.

• If you are using a word processor, enter your answers electronically. Remember to save your work as you go.

1. Download and view the movie clip available on the Heritage Minutes web site.

2. Read the information and answer the questions that follow.

3. You may need to use print or an approved search engine to locate information on the explosives that were involved in this explosion.

What Did You Discover?

1. What role did Mr. Vince Coleman play in the Halifax Explosion?

2. What was the date of the Halifax Explosion?

3. List the chain of events that led to the explosion. Include the names of the two ships involved.

4. Use print or electronic sources to research how each item below was used during World War I. Explain their use.

(a) picric acid


(b) TNT

(c) guncotton

(d) benzol

5. Why did the captain and crew abandon the Mont Blanc?

6. Why do you think the Mont Blanc exploded?

7. Based on the video clip and the information provided, explain why 2 000 civilians died as a result of this catastrophe.
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