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CHAPTER 18 BLM 18.1.5

OVERHEAD The Double Helix

1

A DNA molecule is made up of two strands of nucleotides that are wound 
around each other (A). The two strands are held together by hydrogen 
bonds between complementary base pairs. C-G pairs are held together by 
three hydrogen bonds, and A-T pairs are held together by two hydrogen 
bonds. Notice that the chains are antiparallel—the 5' to 3' orientation runs 
in the opposite direction on each strand. Another example of antiparallelism 
is represented by M.C. Escher’s sketch, “Drawing Hands” (B).


