HANDOUT Launch Lab: Watching Blood
Flow

Purpose: Observe the flow of blood through the tail of a goldfish.

Materials
e movie or video clip showing blood flow in a goldfish tail

Procedure
1. Observe the movie or video.

2. Discuss the following Analysis questions.

Analysis
1. What are possible functions of the blood that you saw flowing through the tiny vessels (tube-like
structures)?

2. Suggest two reasons why the vessels in the goldfish’s tail are so small. Why does the goldfish not
have just one large vessel?

3. Describe two situations that could either speed up or slow down the movement of blood in the
goldfish.
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HANDOUT Launch Lab: Watching Blood

Flow (cont’d)

4. What substance or substances are in the vessels you observed?

5. What do you think is responsible for the movement of blood in the goldfish? Would this be
responsible for the movement of blood in all animals? What about other organisms, such as
plants? Explain your ideas.

6. Did the goldfish’s blood appear to change direction, or did it flow in one direction? Write a
hypothesis to explain what you observed.
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