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CHAPTER 8 BLM 8.1.6

HANDOUT Blood Velocity and Blood 
Pressure

1

The diagram above displays the relationship between the cross-sectional area of types of blood 
vessels and blood pressure and velocity (speed).

1. Capillaries have the greatest cross-sectional area:

a) What is the relative velocity (speed) of the blood as it flows through the capillaries?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

b) Why do you think the blood flows through the capillaries at that speed?
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________



DATE: NAME: CLASS:

Copyright © 2007, McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited, a subsidiary of the McGraw-Hill Companies. All rights reserved.
This page may be reproduced for classroom use by the purchaser of this book without the written permission of the publisher.

CHAPTER 8 BLM 8.1.6

HANDOUT Blood Velocity and Blood 
Pressure

2

2. Blood pressure:

a) What happens to blood pressure as blood moves from the arteries to the veins?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

b) Why does the pressure change as blood moves from the arteries to the veins?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

c) What circulatory system organ is responsible for supplying the pressure for the blood?

__________________________________________________________________________


