
DATE: NAME: CLASS:

Copyright © 2007, McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited, a subsidiary of the McGraw-Hill Companies. All rights reserved.
This page may be reproduced for classroom use by the purchaser of this book without the written permission of the publisher.

CHAPTER 2 BLM 2.1.2A

ANSWER KEY The Hydrologic Cycle 
Activity Answer Key

1

1. 

2.    Water is stored in the atmosphere in all three phases. When water vapour condenses, water falls 
as precipitation in the form of rain or snow. This precipitation may be stored as ice or snow, 
infiltrate the ground to be stored as ground water, or enter fresh and saltwater bodies. Water 
stored as ice or snow eventually melts and runs off into ground water or surface water bodies. 
Plants take up water from the soil and return it to the atmosphere via transpiration. (Animals 
also take up water and lose it to the atmosphere.) Water evaporates from the soil, oceans, and 
other bodies of water. Following these various pathways, water returns to the atmosphere for 
storage, completing the cycle.


