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CHAPTER 2 BLM 2.2.14

OVERHEAD Algal Bloom Diagram/Flow 
Chart
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Excess phosphorus 
enters the aquatic 

ecosystem

Algal bloom and 
overgrowth occurs

Sunlight cannot 
penetrate below the 

surface

Plants below the surface 
can no longer 

photosynthesize and die

Decomposer population 
grows quickly, depleting 

oxygen

Fish and other 
organisms requiring 

oxygen die


