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CHAPTER 2 BLM 2.2.13

HANDOUT The Phosphorus Cycle 
Activity

1

Answer the following questions in the space provided.

1.  Draw the phosphorus cycle in the space provided below.

2. Identify the form of phosphorus that plants can use.

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. Unlike nitrogen, carbon, and sulfur, phosphorus is not found in which component of the 
biosphere?

_________________________________________________________________________________

4. Explain how excess phosphorus can be harmful to an aquatic ecosystem.
_________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________
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