CHAPTER 15

OVERHEAD Critical Phases of Prenatal
Development

Severe congenital abnormalities Less severe abnormalities and functional disorders

Embryonic period (weeks) Fetal period (weeks)

B . o | ¢ | 2 ]| s

Legend:
I highly sensitive phase
[0 less sensitive phase

This graph shows the critical phases of prenatal development. The darker
portions correspond to periods when organs are most sensitive to
teratogens.
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