
Tour of the Textbook

Welcome to Exploring Globalization. Take some time to go over these pages 
and understand how this textbook is set up to help you complete this course 
successfully.

By the time you finish Exploring Globalization, you will be in a better 
position to answer the key question for this course: To what extent should 
we embrace globalization? As you work your way through the book, keep 
this key question in mind as you think about the various ideas, points of 
view, perspectives, and insights you encounter. They will help you formulate 
a response to this question.

Cover
The photograph on the front cover of Exploring Globalization shows a 
group of people silhouetted against a stylized globe. Around the globe are 
bright, orbit lines — but no space ship. This image symbolizes the concepts 
behind this textbook and course: people, global connections, and global 
communication and transportation. Look carefully at the globe. Why do 
you suppose the artist showed Europe and Asia rather than North and 
South America?

Globalization, as you will discover, 
is not something happening to other 
people in other places. As the cover 
illustration suggests, it is happening to 
you, here and now. As with any human 
endeavour, globalization is made by 
everyone, every day. Your decisions, 
actions, and involvement change the face 
of globalization and its many effects on 
people everywhere. Every action, every 
decision, no matter how small, changes 
globalization. You shape the future, just 
as those who came before you shaped the 
past.
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How This Book Is Organized
Review the table of contents to get a feel for how Exploring Globalization is 
organized. The book is divided into four related issues. Each related issue 
includes four chapters. Each chapter includes three or four inquiry questions 
to help guide your exploration, analysis, and evaluation of the chapter issue.
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Each related issue opens with an  
overview titled The Big Picture.

Your Challenge is a guide to the 
assignment you will complete as you 
progress through the related issue.

The prologue introduces key ideas  
as you begin the course.

The related-issue question  
provides a focus as you explore, analyze, 

and evaluate the material.

The index provides a quick way  
of locating specific information.

The glossary is a quick reference  
that explains key terms.

The chapter-issue question  
provides a more specific focus that feeds 

into the related-issue question.



The Big Picture
The Big Picture provides a general overview of what will be explored in 
the related issue. Like a trailer for a movie, this opening two-page spread 
touches on the highlights of the related issue and prepares you for the 
“feature presentation.”
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The related issue provides 
the focus for the following 

four chapters.

The colour bar identifies the 
related issue throughout the 

four chapters of the section. It 
is a different colour in each of 

the four related issues. 

The related-issue number  
appears at the top of the page.

The key issue is the 
overarching issue for 

the course.

This organization 
chart clearly maps how 
you will proceed through  

each related issue.

Visuals provide clues  
about what will be covered  
in the four chapters of the 

related issue.



Your Challenge

Each related issue presents one challenge. The challenge is presented at the 
beginning so you know ahead of time what assignment you may be required 
to complete. This helps you think about, develop, and prepare the ideas 
and materials you will need to successfully complete the challenge as you 
progress through the related issue
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Specific instructions explain 
what the challenge involves.

The Checklist for Success is a quick  
review of how various elements of your  

challenge may be evaluated. This checklist  
can also be used as a self-assessment tool  

to help you complete the challenge 
successfully.

An example of parts of the challenge or of a finished 
product helps you envision what you need to do to be 
successful. Your finished challenge need not look like 

the example. It is meant to provide ideas only.

Steps provide specific instructions for 
organizing, developing, and completing 

your challenge.



Chapter Openers
Every chapter opens with a two-page spread. On the left page is a visual or 
set of visuals designed to provide insight into the related and chapter issues, 
as well as to spark thought and discussion. The issue is introduced on the 
right page.
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The course issue is 
always identified at 
the top of the page.

The chapter 
number and title 
appear below the 

colour bar.

The large visual 
provides a point of  
view or perspective  
on the related and 

chapter issues.
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The chapter issue is presented in the 
colour bar across the top of the page. 

This is the focus of the chapter.

An introduction provides insight 
into the visuals and connects them 

to the chapter issue

Questions guide you 
to think about the 

visual and explore its 
connections to the 
chapter and related 

issue.

Looking Ahead 
contains the inquiry 
questions that focus 
the explorations in 

the chapter. You will 
find these questions 
repeated as the main 

headings in  
the chapter.

My Point of View  
on Globalization  
encourages you to  

rethink, re-evaluate, and 
reshape your evolving 

understandings of  
globalization.

Key Terms alert  
you to vocabulary that is 

important to understanding 
the concepts.



Special Features
The special features present information, data, ideas, and issues in different 
ways.

VOICES       ;

The costs and benefits of trade have 
been unevenly distributed across 
and within countries, perpetuating 
a pattern of globalization that builds 
prosperity for some amid mass 
poverty and deepening inequality for 
others.

— United Nations, Human 
Development Report 2005
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To find out 
more about how the 

Francophonie jeunesse de 
l’Alberta affirms and promotes 
the identity of French-speaking 

youth, go to this web site 
and follow the links.

We
b Connection

REFLECT AND RESPOND

Recall what you learned in Chapter 9 about the ideas 
of economists John Maynard Keynes, Friedrich 
Hayek, and Milton Friedman. Then think about what 
you have learned about trade liberalization. Whose 
ideas do you believe have been most influential in 

shaping contemporary economic globalization? 
Explain the reasons for your judgment.

Create a cartoon or poster to illustrate your judgment. 
You may use words or images — or both.

Refl ect and Respond
These activities conclude each inquiry section by encouraging you 
to refl ect on aspects of the related issue, the chapter issue, and 

the inquiry question. They provide you with an opportunity 
to assess your understanding and review ideas from 

various points of view and perspectives.

Web Connection
The web address in this feature takes you 
to a central site that provides connections 
that will expand your research and 
exploration of an issue.

Voices
A quotation that 
substantiates an idea or 
provides an alternative point 
of view or perspective.

   
You learned about 

the digital divide in Chapter 3.

   
Chapter 4 will explore 

more connections between 
language and identity and how 
these connections shape — and 
are shaped by — globalization.

CheckForward and CheckBack
These icons appear at various points in 
the textbook. They direct you to chap-
ters where the ideas you are reading 

about are explored further.

FYI

Wages are usually lower in developing 

countries. The minimum wage in Alberta, 

for example, was $7 an hour in 2006. In 

Indonesia or Bangladesh, factory workers 

might be paid $1 or $2 a day. Lower wages 

help transnational corporations remain 

competitive and meet profit targets.

FYI
These are interesting facts and ideas 
that enhance your understanding of the 
issues. This feature often provides a broader 
context for exploring the issues.

Activity Icon
These quick activities are designed 
to help you think about and explore 
the issues you are reading about.

IdeasIdeas How do my personal communication systems make me part of 
expanding globalization?

How would you respond to the question Tom, Ling, and Deven are 
answering? What are some positive ways that personal communication 
systems connect you to expanding globalization? What communication 
challenges might you face over the next few years as a result of expanding 
globalization? Explain the reasons for your answers.

Your TurnYour Turn

Tom Ling Deven

The students responding to this question are Tom, a fourth-generation 
Albertan who lives on a ranch near Okotoks; Ling, who was born in 
Hong Kong but is now a Canadian who lives in Edmonton; and Deven, 
who was born in India but is now a Canadian who lives in Calgary.

Ideas
In every chapter, three 
students respond to a 
question suggested by 
the focus of the chapter. 
You are asked to add 
your point of view by 
responding to the same 
question.
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Focus on Skills helps you develop a specifi c 
social studies skill in every chapter. Each skill 
relates to the chapter content.

Sub-Saharan Africa

Southern Asia

Eastern Asia

Southeastern Asia and Oceania

South America and the Caribbean

Southern Africa and Western Asia

Transition countries of Southeastern Europe

Russia and former Soviet States

44.6
44.0

39.4
31.2

33.0
14.1

19.6

11.3

27.9
19.4

8.9

2.2
2.4

0.4

0 10 20
Percentage

30 40 50

0.4
2.5

1.8

7.3

Developing regions

1990

2002

2015 target

Photographs, 
charts, graphs, 
and other visuals 
support your 
learning and 
provide context 
for the material being studied. The photo 
captions often include challenging questions 
designed to stimulate thought and refl ection.

Country GDP per Person 
(U.S. Dollars)

United States $39 676
Norway $38 454
Canada $31 263
South Africa $11 192
China $5896
Ecuador $3963
India $3139
Honduras $2876
Kenya $1140

Maps show you where events 
happened, provide information in 
a graphic format, and expand the 
meaning and context of the ideas 
and issues you are exploring.
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Impact focuses on a specific aspect of an 
issue. These features highlight how a group, 
place, person, or event has shaped — and 
been shaped by — the issue.

Points of View  
is a one-page feature  

that examines an issue 
through the words of 

people who are directly 
involved. The writers’ or 
speakers’ differing ideas 

provide you with an  
opportunity to deepen 
your understanding of 
an issue by exploring, 

analyzing, and evaluating 
various points  

of view.

At the end  
of each chapter,  
two pages titled  

Think . . . Participate . . .  
Research . . . Communicate . . .  
include activities designed to 
help you reinforce your skills, 

enhance your understand-
ing of issues, and explore, 

analyze, and evaluate ideas 
and issues developed in  

the chapter.

Think about  
Your Challenge is  
a reminder of the  
challenge you are 
preparing to  
complete as you 
progress through 
the related issue. It 
also provides tips 
to help you consider 
approaches that will 
help you achieve 
success.

Profile presents a brief, highly focused  
examination of an individual or organization. These 

features show how people act and react in different 
ways and illustrate the power and effectiveness of 

actions taken to initiate change.

Making Choices presents the issue-related choices made 
by an individual or organization. Exploring, analyzing, and 

evaluating these actions will provide you with opportunities 
to consider the range of choices open to you.




