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Goal • Complete the graphic organizer by filling in the four sections of the chart 
(definition, characteristics/facts, examples, and non-examples) for each of the key 
terms in Chapter 5. The term planet has been done for you. 

 
 
Earth-centred universe philosopher Sun-centred planetary system 
telescope binoculars observatory 
planet asteroid comet 
meteors meteorite axis 
orbit lunar phases solar eclipse 
lunar eclipse tides  

 
 
Definition 

– a large body that orbits a star 
 
 
 
 

Facts/Characteristics 

– most planets have several moons in orbit 
around them 

– from Greek word meaning “wanderer” 
– early astronomers watching the sky noticed 

five objects that looked like stars but did 
not stay in same place in relation to other 
stars in sky 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Examples 
– Mars 
– Earth 
– Jupiter 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Non-examples 

– comets; they orbit the Sun but their orbits 
are very different in shape from the orbits 
of planets; they extend far out in space, 
beyond our solar system 

– moons 
– meteors and asteroids, although they also 

orbit Sun 
– objects that orbit Earth; e.g., artificial 

satellites 
 

planet 
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