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The Structure of the Sun m

OVERHEAD

Goal ° Examine the diagram of the basic structure of the Sun.

Corona (outer atmosphere): Solar flare:

This outer layer can be seen as a When magnetic energy that has built up

halo around the Sun during a total in the solar atmosphere is suddenly

eclipse when the Moon passes released, there are sudden bright flares.

between Earth and the Sun. Flares can be as short as a few seconds
or as long as 1 h.

Sunspots: :
These areas are cooler
and look darker than =
other areas on the Sun’§
surface. ‘

Surface gases: Nucl (1 1
At a temperature of about 6000C, RO aC |odns g e
these gases form the Sun’s A% eraiﬁigspro A
visible surfaceand | F 15 million C
give the Sun its g '

yellowish colour.
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