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CHAPTER 6 BLM 6-6 

OVERHEAD 
Finding Polaris 

 
 

 
Copyright © 2008, McGraw-Hill Ryerson Limited, a subsidiary of the McGraw-Hill Companies. All rights reserved.  

This page may be reproduced for classroom use by the purchaser of this book without the written permission of the publisher. 

Goal • Examine the diagram of Ursa Major, Ursa Minor, and Polaris. You may use it as a 
reference when viewing the night sky. 

 
To find Polaris, follow the two stars in the “scoop” of the Big Dipper (located within Ursa 
Major) and follow them up to the next brightest star. This star is Polaris, which forms the end 
of the handle of the Little Dipper (which is also the end of the tail for Ursa Minor). 
 
 

 
 


